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PO Box 27162*Albuquerque, NM 87125

www.nm-ipl.org* info2nm-ipl.org

Dear Senators Udall and Bingaman:
The implications of climate change for all of creation and the quality of human life on the planet are of deep moral concern. We are working for and support you in promoting strong climate change legislation for the fall of 2009 so that we might enter the meetings in Copenhagen in December 2009 in a responsible manner.

We are especially concerned that  the American Clean Energy Act being drafted:
Strengthen Emission Targets: To meet the goal of avoiding 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit warming we must achieve at least a 20 percent reduction in emissions by 2020 while continuing to monitor policies against the latest science.
Close the Coal Loophole: The ACES bill removes EPA authority over some of the oldest and dirtiest coal plants. Only plants permitted after January 1, 2009 would be subject to performance standards. These plants should be subject to the emissions standards required of other plants under the bill, and EPA authority should be restored.

Strengthen the Energy Efficiency Standard: Energy efficiency is the cheapest, fastest and cleanest way to reduce emissions. IPL supports a federal Energy Efficiency Resource Standard (EERS) to reduce cumulative electricity usage by at least 15% and cumulative natural gas usage by at least 10% by 2020. 
Auction more allowances to create a larger stream of revenue for public purpose

Programs: ACES auctions a portion of the allowances in a market system, creating a source of revenue to assist low-income and middle-income households with energy efficiency and other public purpose programs. More auctioned permits creates more funding for communities.

 *Provide More Funding for International Adaptation: The U.S. has an important role to play in forging a consensus for a global agreement on climate. As the wealthiest country in the world and the one responsible for the largest per capita share of global warming pollution, to developing countries that are least able to adapt to a changing climate, we need to allow for at least 3.5 billion dollars for adaptation.
*Level the Playing Field for Nonprofits to Participate in the Clean Energy Economy:
Nonprofits (such as congregations) are ineligible for tax credits or other tax-related benefits

available to businesses and individuals. Therefore, to level the playing field, incentives for

nonprofits to do energy efficiency retrofits and renewable energy installations are needed. 
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Please return signed letters by September 17, 2009. Questions? Call 505-266-6966.
