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Dear Senators Udall and Bingaman,

As faith leaders from various traditions from throughout New Mexico, we stand together in a common concern for the care of the water, land and people of our state and the world as we address climate change.  We urge you to take strong action for Energy and Climate legislation this fall.  You are important leaders in this area and the people of New Mexico look to your leadership.
Climate Change is a moral, spiritual and justice crisis.  Climate change endangers the life-support systems for all that God created and puts the most vulnerable in our state and throughout the world at risk.  It is the poor, who contribute the least to the problem, and yet, who suffer the most. 

As you know, the faith communities in New Mexico are the ones who pick up the pieces in times of suffering from drought, from lack of food or affordable nutritious food, from high utility bills due to homes that are not energy efficient, from displacement by fires, from lack of appropriate employment, and from various other needs. Climate change in our state and throughout the world will exacerbate already stretched resources and the ability of those most vulnerable to adapt. 
In addition, our faith communities extend service and care to brothers and sisters throughout the world who are already suffering the direct impacts of climate change. Migration of millions of people is identified as one of the primary climate-induced drivers of conflict. Climate change is one of the number one national and international security threats now and into the foreseeable future.
But, we are also people of hope and we recognize the opportunities as we face the challenges. Strong legislation can offer greater hope for the future by addressing: efficiency, lowering of emissions, higher auctions for more funding for programs to assist people with efficiency, renewable energy and green jobs and for international adaptation programs and help for non-profits to level the playing field so they might take advantage of energy efficiency and renewable energy programs. 
We the undersigned thank you for your work and offer our support to Care for Creation and all people.  Life for the future children rests in our hands. We need strong climate legislation and energy policies this fall in the Senate.
In peace and good,

Sr. Joan Brown, Catholic Franciscan Sister
Director, New Mexico Interfaith Power and Light

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Barb O'Connor, SFO, Formation Assistant St. Francis Fraternity

Santa Fe, NM

Rabbi Paul J. Citrin, Temple Beth-El 
Las Cruces, New Mexico
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Sr. Danat Marie Brysch, CSSF
Provincial Minister

Felician Franciscan Sisters
Rio Rancho, New Mexico
Sr. Marlene Perrotte, Catholic Sister of Mercy

Albuquerque, New Mexico

Sr. Penny McMullen, Catholic Sister of Loretto

Santa Fe, New Mexico

Rev. Greg Kennedy, Pastor, 
St. John’s UMC, United Methodist
Santa Fe
Rev. Anita Amstutz,  Albuquerque Mennonite Church,

Albuquerque, New Mexico

