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New Mexico News:

Special Board meeting:  Monday, February 16, 7-8:30, St. Michael and All Angel’s Episcopal, ABQ. Presentation by Dr. John Fogarty of New Energy Economy on special petition to Environmental Improvement Board to address climate change actions based on science. The Faith community of NM is needed to offer the moral and ethical voice.  NMIPL will decide if we will be one of the petition filers.  Please let us know if you want to attend this very informative meeting. 

Conference on Green Discipleship:  Saturday, February 21, 2009, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, ABQ, invites you to a Day Conference on Green Discipleship.  Larry Rasmussen will be keynote speaker, followed by speakers with practical suggestions, films, and resources.  Lunch is provided.  All are welcome.  Call Church phone number for more information 505-299-2621

Your Creativity and Time Needed:
Do you want to help Earth, your children and grandchildren?  NMIPL needs volunteers to help with Policy Advocacy, board membership AND short term fundraising efforts to meet our matching grant.  Give us a shout…we promise it will be FUN and Rewarding.  THANK YOU!!!!!

Check out our website nm-ipl.org for new resources, links and information:
· Lenten carbon fast program with facts, scripture, prayer and action. Wwwnm-ipl.org, click on links and then resources. 
· The National Teach in on Climate Change and the First 100 Days has a special section for people of faith sponsored by IPL.  Great program ideas.  www.nationalteachin.org and then special section for faith organizations.

· “Living Earth: Joining the Hymn of All Creation” sponsored by our Lutheran friends at ELCA offers resources and a 40-day Lenten reflection series mailed each day of Lent.  For material downloads or to sign up for daily reflections go to www.elca.org/Our-Faith-in-Action/Justice/Advocacy/Issues/Environment-and-Energy/Lenten-Reflections.aspx
Have you calculated your faith community’s carbon footprint?  Entry deadline for CoolCongregations.com contest is extended to March 1. It is not too late to enter with an opportunity to be the biggest loser and win $5,000 and help NMIPL win $1,000 and Care for Creation.

Faith in Action: Our recent IPL breakfast and presentation with Larry Rasmussen was great!  Thanks to Congregation Albert for hosting.  Some leaders wanted to continue so we will soon plan another breakfast for leaders to talk among themselves. Our Unitarian friends said they will host and NMIPL will send out information soon. Let us know if you are interested.
Coal Fired Power Plants are the single greatest source of CO2 emissions and New Mexico has some of the dirtiest and may build another.  NMIPL is organizing showings of “Fighting Goliath” Texas Coal Wars along with suggested actions throughout NM.  The film is 30 minutes and a special piece interviewing faith leaders, “Covenant” is 10 minutes. Let us know if you want to host a showing.

St. Paul Lutheran and St. Thomas of Canterbury, ABQ. are engaging communities in Green Lenten Programs and Carbon Fasts.  Contact them or us if you want to know more.  
Matching Grant:  NMIPL has been awarded a matching grant that needs you to make it complete.  Your donation is appreciated or your assistance with a variety of fun and educational fundraisers we are planning….a great opportunity to put faith to action.
National and International News:
CALL TO COLLEGE STUDENTS: POWER SHIFT ’09 EVENT
Young leaders from around the world will visit Washington, D.C. from February 27 to March 2 to demand that the President and Congress rebuild the economy and secure the future by passing bold, just climate and energy policies that prioritize green jobs and renewable energy. Known as “Power Shift 09” this mobilization comes at a key time when Congress will soon consider policies that could create a clean energy future. This event also promises to strengthen youth involvement in the climate and clean energy movement by infusing our nation's young leaders with new ideas, skills and opportunities for action and employment.  Learn more at http://www.powershift09.org/About
FOOD SECURITY AND GLOBAL WARMING
The magazine Science recently featured an article detailing the vast, global food-security implications of warming temperatures. The implications of the article are clear that we need to be utilizing agricultural methods and crops that can withstand the potential myriad impacts of global climate change, especially warmer temperatures. The article significantly notes, "Because these regions are home to about half of the worlds population, the human consequences of global climate change could be enormous." (See abstract at http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/abstract/323/5911/240)

 “LOVE GOD, HEAL EARTH” ACCORDING TO RELIGIOUS LEADERS
Co-founder of Interfaith Power & Light Rev. Sally Bingham has edited and is primary author of the book Love God, Heal Earth. She and 20 other religious leaders from diverse faiths make the case for environmental stewardship and show how their faith communities are tackling the issue of religion and environment. Learn more at http://www.theregenerationproject.org/?tr=y&auid=4476009
Children and Youth needed
Help scientists by gathering climate change information through Project Budburst.  Great for children and youth groups and you can link to care of creation, prayer and contemplating the natural world while watching for first leaf budding, flowers and first fruit ripening within your local diverse bio-region.  The web-site has materials for teachers & children.   http://www.windows.ucar.edu/citizen_science/budburst/
Rural Climate Change and Resources

National Catholic Rural Life Conference (NCRLC) is developing a web-based curriculum for adults that will assist in understanding expected impacts of climate change on crop and livestock agriculture, and rural communities.  Due in the spring, the resource will assist with suggestions for adaptation and for the role of church.  Also, a Catholic St. Francis Covenant calling for prayer and action commitments will be introduced by the Catholic Coalition on Climate Change on Earth Day 2009.
